
 

 
 
 
    1 

 

Werner HERZOG 

 

Film director and author 

Vienna 

 

Werner Herzog was born in Munich on September 5th, 1942. He studied literature, theatre and history. 

 

Werner Herzog is a volcano ridge walker, at his happiest when climbing near the edge of a crater 

where the magma of chaos may erupt at any time. Werner Herzog is a monomaniac Parsifal. The 

grail he is looking for is the archetypal image no human being has ever seen, which however is 

engraved on one's memory. 

 

To the images which are embedded in the collective zeitgeist belong Kaspar Hauser, who was 

civilised by Christians; the raft caught up on a tree-top and the endless queues of human beings 

drudging themselves through a mountainous jungle in the movie Aguirre, der Zorn Gottes (Aguirre, 

the Rage of God), the ship being tugged up a mountain in the movie Fitzcarraldo; a lunatic Kinski, 

who in the movie Fitzcarraldo plays Caruso's singing from an old-fashioned gramophone with a big 

horn, contrasting the lethargy of the Tristes Tropiques (Lévy-Strauss) of the Amazon. 

 

Werner Herzog has received many international awards (amongst others the Silver Bear in Berlin and 

the Award for Direction in Cannes) for his numerous short and full-length movies, and for his 

documentaries. Today he belongs to the internationally acknowledged elite of great movie makers 

and at the same time has remained the lone wolf he has always been. 

 

In 1993 Herzog received the "Grimme-Preis" for "aesthetic radicalness" for his documentary Lessons in 

Obscurity (Lektionen in Finsternis). This movie was made in Kuwait and documents the real 

apocalypse of the burning oil fields. Over the last years Werner Herzog has produced various operas, 

amongst others Vicenzo Bellini's Norma at the Verona Festival 1994. 

 

Amongst his works figure: "Country of Silence (Land des Schweigens);" "Kaspar Hauser;" "Aguirre, the 

Rage of God (Aguirre, der Zorn Gottes);" "Stroszek;" "Woyzek;" "Fitzcarraldo." 

 

 


