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Eiko ISHIOKA 

 

Visual Artist, Eiko Ishioka Inc. 

Japan 

 

Eiko Ishioka was born in Tokyo. She received a design major from the Tokyo National University of Fine 

Arts and Music. She established Eiko Design Inc., Tokyo. Eiko describes herself as a "Visual Artist". She 

experiments with all materials and methods used by the media and converts her creative ideas into 

reality not only in Japan, but throughout the world. Her scope of activities include: production design 

for films, theatre and opera, art direction for advertisement, corporate identity planning, exhibition, 

publications, documentary projects and videos. Eiko has given numerous lectures in Japan as well as 

around the world. Her works are in the permanent collections of museums throughout the world 

including the Museum of Modern Art in New York. 

 

In 1983 her book EIKO BY EIKO was published in Japanese and English editions; it includes some of her 

best creations, e.g., the advertising campaigns featuring Faye Dunaway and Dominique Sanda for 

the shopping complex PARCO. In 1985 she received the Award for Artistic Contribution at the 

Cannes Film Festival for her production design in the 1984 film MISHIMA (directed by Paul Schrader 

and produced by Francis Ford Coppola and George Lucas). In 1987 she won a Grammy Award for 

the Best Album Package Design for Miles Davis' TUTU. In 1988 she was presented with the award for 

Outstanding Programming Achievement for Cable Excellence (ACE) for the production design of the 

TV Programme "RIP VAN WINKLE" directed by Francis Ford Coppola. She received several prestigious 

awards for scenery and costume design for M. BUTTERFLY (shown in 1988  at the Eugen O'Neill 

Theater, New York) including the nomination for the Tony Award for best scenery and costume 

design. 

 

In 1992 she became Laureate of the New York Art Directors Club Hall of Fame. In 1993 she received 

an Oscar for Best Costume Design for her work in the film DRACULA directed by Francis Ford 

Coppola, and the ADC Membership Prize for the poster design. In 1994 she was nominated for the 

British Academy of Film & Television Production Award (BAFTA) for best costume design. 

 

Eiko Ishioka: "True Creativity is sentience, intelligence, and eloquence, supported by concentration, 

exertion, and imagination." 

 

 


