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SOPHIA CHODOSZ-GROJSMAN 

Belorussia 

Master Perfumer 

Vice-President IFF, International Flavors and Fragrances, New York 

 

Introduction by Gottlieb Guntern 

 

When the baby girl saw the light in Lubcha, a small town in the Belorussian Republic, her mother 

could not expect at all that one day her daughter would be a world renown perfumer.  And yet, 

even as a child, Sophia was fascinated by fragrances.  She delighted in taking in the scents of the 

blossom-speckled meadows and forests around her home and plucking the petals from the flowers 

to suck their nectar. 

 

Such a passion for flowers and sweet smells was paralleled by a unique talent for being able to 

define the world in mathematical equations.  Quite logically, after the Chodosz family’s emigration to 

Poland when Sophia was 15, she went on to obtain the equivalent of a BS in analytical inorganic 

chemistry. 

 

In 1965 the family arrived in New York, and the following year, although she was overqualified for the 

job, Sophia was engaged by International Flavors & Fragrances, Inc. as a lab assistant; later she was 

trained by Ernest Shiftan, one of the world's greatest perfumers at the time. 

 

Today she is vice-president of the company and has created more top-class perfumes (25 out of the 

800 available on the market) and sold more fragrances than any other perfumer in history, living or 

dead.  Among her bestsellers (five on the "top ten" list are her creations) are Lancôme's Trésor, Yves 

Saint Laurent's Paris, and Eternity for Calvin Klein, who states: "Sophia's fragrances are as she is herself 

- sensuous, exciting, curvaceous, unique." 

 

The secret to such success lies not only in her gifted nose, but in her ability to combine a minimum 

number of ingredients with mathematical precision.  Her first such feat on the job was accomplished 

with a skin cream.  IFF gave her a follow-up assignment and "Gentle Touch" soap was born, an instant 

million-dollar success which meanwhle has been on the market for twenty years.  Hair sprays, 

shampoos and skin care products were touched by her magic, before she began creating perfumes 

proving wrong the reigning males in the field who held that women were not capable of producing 

erotic perfumes. 

 

To the inevitable request for advice on how to succeed, Sophia says:  "You need to have fantasy and 

be sort of crazy." 


