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Hailed as one of the four most prominent Latin American authors today, Mario Vargas Llosa, a native 

of Peru, has spent most of his life travelling between Europe and Latin America.  He has received 

virtually every important international literary award and several major distinctions, the most recent 

being his nomination to the Royal Academy of the Spanish Language.  

 

Vargas spent his  early childhood in Bolivia and northern Peru.  In 1950 his father enrolled him in the 

Leoncio Prado military academy in Lima, and three years later he was studying literature and law at 

the University of San Marcos, while working as a journalist for various newspapers and the radio.  

When he was just nineteen, he married his aunt, thirteen years his elder, and their nine-year 

relationship was to provide the background for his widely acclaimed Aunt Julia and the Scriptwriter. 

 

He travelled to Paris in 1957 to pick up his first literary award for a contest organised by the "Revue 

Française." The following year he was in Madrid thanks to a scholarship, and 1959 found him back in 

Paris again, teaching Spanish and working as a translator for the "Agence France-Presse." It was at 

this time that his first collection, The Cubs and Other Stories, was published.  His reputation was 

confirmed in 1963 with The Time of the Hero, a novel reflecting the impressions of his military school 

days and of which the military burnt one thousand copies. 

 

Mario Vargas Llosa has always been politically outspoken.  As a youth in his country he would attend 

student meetings of the prohibited Communist Party; but in 1971 the Padilla incident definitely 

deterred him from the Cuban Revolution.  From 1976 to 1979 he served as president of PEN, an 

international group which champions the rights of journalists and authors.  In 1983 the president of 

Peru appointed him head of the commission to investigate the murder of eight journalists in the 

Andes.  And in 1990 he was a presidential candidate, whose dramatic campaign is related in A Fish 

in the Water, published in 1994. 

 

Amongst his most highly acclaimed works are:  The War of the End of the World, 1984, winner of the 

Ritz Paris Hemingway Award; The Perpetual Orgy, a study of Flaubert and Madame Bovary, 1986; The 

Storyteller, a novel published in 1989; In Praise of the Stepmother, 1990, of which Dan Cryer in the 

New York Newsday said: "Mario Vargas Llosa is a writer of promethean authority, making outstanding 

fiction in whatever direction he turns." 
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A professor at Georgetown University, London since the spring of 1994, Mario Vargas Llosa lives in the 

English capital with Patricia, his second wife and mother of their three children. 


