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Currently one of the most influential scientists in Italy, physicist Antonino Zichichi is known the world 

over for his work on four major fronts.  In collaboration with the CERN, the University of Bologna and 

the Gran Sasso Laboratory, of which he is one of the founders, he is, above all, a pioneer 

passionately engaged in detecting the most minute components of matter. 

 

He has also founded a bustling centre for scientific culture in Erice, in his native Sicily, where tens of 

thousands of scientists in every field have exhibited their work over the past thirty years. 

 

The outcome of his third field of work is history. In the midst of the Cold War, Professor Zichichi 

succeeded in bringing together in Erice top armament scientists and experts responsible for the 

nuclear programmes of the United States and the USSR and persuaded them to evaluate the risk and 

consequences of a nuclear war.  The seminars, held annually from 1981, greatly contributed to 

bringing East and West closer together on a basic principle:  promoting science without secrets and 

without frontiers.  The physicist's competence inspired NATO to entrust him with the chairmanship of 

the NATO Science Committee's Panel for Disarmament Technologies. 

 

His concern to bring North and South closer together through science gave way to his fourth field of 

activity.  Through the World Laboratory, a non-governmental organisation which he founded in 

Switzerland and of which he is the chairman, he has opened the doors to young scientists from Asia, 

Africa and Latin America through a scholarship programme and launched a multitude of joint 

research projects.  In China, for example, the most advanced research institute in physics is a 

creation of the World Lab on the initiative of Prof. Zichichi and Nobel Prize winner, T.D. Lee. 

 

In his book L'infinito, Prof. Zichichi demonstrates his ability to communicate complex topics in down-

to-earth, comprehensible terms. 


