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Ziad ABU-AMR 

 

Palestine 

PhD in Comparative Politics, Georgetown University, Washington DC, USA 

Professor of Political Sciences at Birzeit University, Palestine 

Chairman of Political Committee in the Palestinian Legislative Council (Parliament) 

“Human endeavour and creativity in all spheres of life have brought the peoples and cultures of the 

world closer to one another. The world itself has become a small village. I had to go through several 

phases of remoulding my consciousness to cope with the change. I am excited about this human 

experience.” 

Ziad ABU-AMR 

 

Ziad ABU-AMR graciously replaced Hanan ASHRAWI at shortest notice. Hannan Ashrawi had to 

cancel participation for a political emergency. 

 

 

Hanan ASHRAWI Bild fehlt! 

 

 

Born in 1946 in Nablus, Palestine 

PhD in English: Medieval and Comparative Literature, University of Virginia, USA 

Minister of Higher Education, Palestinian National Authority 

 

“If we lose faith, there will be no peace solution to the conflict. Peace will be very difficult and very 

painful, but I think we have to do it.” 

Hanan Ashrawi 

 

Introduction by Gottlieb GUNTERN 

 

Ziad ABU-AMR 

Born to a traditional Palestinian family, Ziad Abu Amr’s life was to take a different turn after the 1967 

Arab-Israeli war. In the aftermath of the war, Ziad had to be on his own, attending high school in 

Alexandria, Egypt, college at the University of Damascus in Syria, and graduate school in the USA. 

 

Thanks to his studies abroad and his extensive travelling, Ziad was exposed to the rest of the world, 

undergoing a process of transformation through which he became more of a world citizen, yet 

without losing his national identity. Today a leading Palestinian academic, intellectual and elected 

parliamentarian, Ziad Abu-Amr is committed to building a new Palestinian society and a state that 
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are predicated on pluralism, democracy and human rights. Ziad is also committed to the pursuit of 

peace based on the universal principles of justice and equality. 

 

 


