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“Young people’s accomplishments will make the era of knowledge economy more colourful.” 

Zhangliang CHEN 

 

 

Introduction by Gottlieb GUNTERN 

 

Professor Zhangliang Chen was born in 1961. Majoring in gene regulations and plant biotechnology in 

college, he published several important papers in prestigious scientific reviews and obtained his Ph.D. 

from Washington University, USA in 1987. He returned to China as an associate professor at Peking 

University, and two years later he was promoted, becoming the youngest fullfledged professor in 

China at the time. With about 20 researchers, many of whom can boast foreign Ph.D. degrees, he 

organised the National Laboratory of Plant Genetic Engineering, where he continues to make 

significant breakthroughs in his research in biotechnology. His lab has been one of the largest groups 

to produce transgenic crops resistant to viral infection, insects, etc. on large scales in China. Dr. Chen 

has authored over 100 scientific papers and three books. 

 

As Chairman of the Biology Department, Prof. Chen founded the Weiming Biotech Co. to introduce 

the biotechnological products developed in Peking University on the market. Along with foreign 

investors, such as H&Q from the USA, the company owns the largest interferon-α-producing factory in 

China, sharing over 60% of the Chinese interferon market today. Sinogen, a newly registered joint 

company, is in the process of preparing an Initial Public Offering (IPO) and will be listed on the 

NASDAQ next year. 

 

Vice-President of Peking University, Prof. Chen is one of the youngest vice-presidents in a Chinese 

university today. Some of the many other important positions he holds both in China and abroad 

include: member of The Biotechnology Expert Council for China National Hi-Technology Planning; 

Vice-Chairman of the Chinese Biotechnology Association; representative of The People’s Congress; 
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member of the Education, Culture and Public Health Committee; Joint professor at The Scripps 

Research Institute, USA and De Montfort University, UK; member of the Advisory Committee of EC-

China Mutual Biotechnology; Consultant of the International Society for Plant Molecular Biology 

(ISPMB). He also chairs the UNESCO Plant Biotechnology Committee. 

 

Professor Chen is the recipient of various awards and distinctions. In 1991 UNESCO awarded him the 

“Javed Husain Prize” for Young Scientists. In 1992 he was named one of the “National Ten 

Outstanding Young People” in China; the following year, the Osaka Junior Chamber, Inc., Japan 

named him one of the “Ten Outstanding Young persons” (TOYP). In 1994 he was nominated as one of 

TIME magazine’s “Global 100 Roster of Young Leaders for the New Millennium.” The World Economic 

Forum elected him one of the “Global leaders for Tomorrow “in 1995. In 1996 he was invited to 

participate in the “Asia-Pacific Conference of Young Leaders” during the APEC in the Philippines. 

 


