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Saul ZAENTZ 

USA 

 

Film producer  

„Perhaps the last of the great independent producers“ - One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest, five 

Acamedy Awards - Amadeus, eight Acamedy Awards - The English Patient, nine Acamedy Awards - 

Co-owner of Fantasy Records, which has grown to become the largest jazz label in the world. 

 

„In order to make an idea succeed you (or actors...) have to get to a point where there is no you 

and no me.“ 

Saul ZAENTZ 

 

 

Introduction by Gottlieb GUNTERN 

 

Saul Zaentz was born in New Jersey of Russian-Polish parents. Throughout childhood he was 

consumed by passions he continues to enjoy today: reading, music, sports, theatre and movies. He 

also developed a penchant for calculated gambling which marks his career as a producer.  

After serving in the Army during World War II, Zaentz settled in San Francisco where he worked in 

record distribution. He moved to New York for one year (1954) and worked with music impresario 

Norman Granz’s jazz record company managing concert tours that took him on the road with Duke 

Ellington, Dave Brubeck, Gerry Mulligan and Stan Getz. 

 

In 1955 Zaentz returned to San Francisco to join Fantasy Records, whose first hit was Vince Guaraldi’s 

Cast Your Fate to the Wind. In 1967 Saul Zaentz and a group of investors purchased the company 

and in 1968 the label became hugely successful recording Creedence Clearwater Revival. Fantasy 

has grown to become the largest jazz label in the world. 

 

Today Fantasy Records and The Saul Zaentz Company occupy a seven-storey complex in Berkeley 

that consists of offices, state of the art recording studios, film editing and mixing facilities. Many major 

films are edited and/or mixed there, in addition to those produced by Saul himself, including, The 

Right Stuff, Never Cry Wolf, Kiss of the Spider Woman, Blue Velvet, Dead Poet’s Society, Edward 

Scissorhands, To Die for, Seven and Fly Away Home. 

 


