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Introduction by Mara SELVINI 

It is a plesure for me to present Dr. Gottlieb Guntern, the organizer of this Symposium. As you know, Dr. 

Guntern ist he author of THE PEARL OF THE ALPS, a book which I have read and appreciated very 

much. It is an anthropological study of a village process in Saas-Fee, which is also called THE PEARL 

OF THE ALPS. The study ist he first in the field to us the systemic model, firstly, to analyse and secondly, 

to articulate the progressive change of social structures resulting from the impact of the invasion of a 

rural community by international tourism. Since this process is occurring all over the world, it certainly 

deserves our scientific interest. 

 

I would also like to cite one of his papers, THE COPERNICAN REVOLUTION - THE CHANGE OF THE 

PSYCHOANALYTIC TO THE SYSTEMIC PARADIMG IN THERAPY which was published in FAMILIEN-

DYNAMIK. This is another example of his important, creative research. The gist of this article is the 

following: we are now in the process of an epistemological evolution which started at the beginning 

of this century in Physics and later went on to influence Biology, Economics, Ethology and many other 

sciences. Today we are the last branch to integrate the systemic paradigm and apply it to the 

therapy of human systems. 

 

At the International Congress of Family Therapy in Zurich last year (1980) Dr. Guntern  presented yet 

another interesting paper about the determination of bahavior. He proposed a new concept, THE 

SYNGENETIC PROGRAM, which contains a grammar with a hierarchy of rules generating and 

governing human behavior. 

 

At the moment Dr. Guntern  is working on a new book, TRANSACTIONAL FIELDS AND SYSTEMS 

THERAPY, a textbook that deals with the epistemology of systems science. It shows how this 

epistemology influences the choice of strategies and tactics used by a therapist who tries to 

transform human systems. I find his present research, very important, because as director of the 

INSTITUTE OF SYSTEMS SCIENCE his objective is to study systems on different levels of complexity and to 

link important natural scientists and social scientists with systems therapists in order to promote the 

systemic paradigm. 

 

Now let us get down to work. 

 


