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Theory 3 

The Meta-Principle of Strategic Advantage 

Gottlieb GUNTERN 

 

According to the Meta-Principle of Strategic Advantage, human systems always pursue the path 

that they consider, on the basis of their knowledge, to be the best and most efficient way of 

achieving their goals. This meta-principle governs not only our noblest deeds, but equally our dirtiest 

tricks and most despicable acts, independent of whether they are rationally or irrationally motivated.  

 

The Querencia Principle 

The Querencia Principle is a sub-principle of the Meta-Principle of Strategic Advantage. The word 

querencia (querer = to love, like, prefer) comes from Spanish and denotes the spot in the arena that 

a bull chooses as its base of defense or attack at the beginning of a bullfight. In other words, it is the 

bull’s preferred space. Why a bull should derive specific advantages from a specific spot in an arena 

that, to the human eye, looks the same all over, remains a mystery. 

 

When a bull storms into the arena, it is initially stunned by the glaring light and huge crowd. It makes a 

few ill-planned, abortive attacks, which evidently prompt it to seek a querencia, a space 

approximately the size of the bull’s body. Within this space, the bull can react with lightning speed, 

i.e. as quickly as it perceives the bullfighter’s movements. This mode of operation makes it virtually 

invincible. 

 

But outside the querencia there is always a tiny time interval between perception and action, 

diminishing its chances for a successful attack or defense. An experienced matador will therefore lure 

the bull out of its querencia before undertaking in relative safety the various suertes (steps, 

sequences ) that are part of his choreography. 

 

What implications does the Querencia Principle have for human beings? The Querencia Principle tells 

us that human beings, too, have querencias, not only in physical but also in thematic space, i.e. in 

the world of ideas and subjects. Within these querencias they feel protected, competent, strong and 

self-confident. When people feel insecure or vulnerable, they tend to withdraw to their querencias. A 

physical querencia can be anywhere – a house, a room, a bed, a quiet place under a tree, an area 

in front of a rock, a lakeside spot. A querencia can also be created temporarily, by wearing one’s 

favorite clothes or expensive jewelry, or maybe driving a flashy sports car. Any favorite things or 

situations can have querencia character. 
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A thematic querencia may be a specific subject one feels particularly competent to talk about. 

 

When people lose their querencia – for instance soldiers fighting a war, refugees, the unemployed, 

the sick, people who have lost friends, relatives or their property – they lose their self-confidence and 

sense of security, sometimes temporarily, sometimes permanently. They may fall into a state of 

helplessness, resignation, apathy and depression. They may develop neuroses, psychosomatic 

illnesses, addictions, psychoses, aggressive-destructive behavior or any number of other dysfunctions, 

endangering not only themselves but their partners, families and the biosocial environment as well. 

 

During this happy summer of 1977 we, too, have found our own situatively governed querencias. Our 

physical querencias include the mesa of Taos, the Happy Hunting Grounds and our dome. Our 

thematic querencias comprise my painting, Gottlieb’s scientific research and our conversations with 

Eya about pre-revolutionary Russia, her father’s art and the artists’ colony at Taos. But they also 

include the intense conversations Gottlieb and I engage in while hiking in the foothills of the Rocky 

Mountains – where me might at any time get too close to a mother bear with her cubs or 

inadvertently wander onto the property of white landowners and run into their furious, sharp-fanged 

watchdogs. The two types of querencia influence and stimulate each other and turn our time in Taos 

into a highly inspiring, enjoyable experience – one we will always remember with gratitude. 

 


