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Back in Philadelphia 

Notes from the diary 

 

During our summer in New Mexico, Gottlieb’s insights into the nature of human relationships and the 

creative process have deepened and will bear fruit in the coming years. Our optimism is great and 

our batteries are recharged. We return to busy Philadelphia with a rich harvest. We rent a big, old 

house in Osage Avenue, which we are going to share with Nina and Markus Perrin, their little 

daughter Natascha and their Belgian shepherd dog. Nina and Markus are future members of the 

team that will be participating in the psychiatric project we will be embarking on the following year. 

The house belongs to a Dutch mathematician who is spending a sabbatical year in Europe. We try 

hard to follow the minute instructions left for us on a hundred Post-It notes stuck to walls, doors, 

windows, appliances, light switches, water taps and plants. Unlike Heraclitus, this man needs a gush 

of words to preserve order and prevent chaos from invading his home! 

Professor Salvador Minuchin, head of the Child Guidance Clinic and spiritual father of structural 

family therapy, and his wife, Pat, professor of child psychology at Temple University, spoil us with their 

generous invitations, introduce us to many interesting people, and ask us to join them at workshops 

and conferences in various states. Gottlieb is now a faculty member, giving post-graduate courses in 

Philadelphia and Harrisburg, and continuing his research. 

 

We like to spend our weekends in Greenwich Village. We visit the sculptor George Segal at his studio, 

a former chicken farm in New Jersey. He explains how he shifts his life-size white figures back and 

forth again and again, until the spatial relationships between the figures faithfully express the 

emotional relationships in the group. We participate in events at the Institute of Contemporary Art of 

the university, run by Suzanne Delehanty. Wherever we go, we try to see, learn and understand new 

things. We try to assimilate those aspects of American and European culture that we experience as 

positive: the Americans’ amazing flexibility, enthusiasm for the new and pragmatic let’s-do-it 

approach paired with more traditional European values like wisdom, ethics and esthetic sensitivity. 

These are, of course, generalizations that may, in the specific case, have no validity at all. 

 


