
AW: Over 20 years you organized 20 
International CREANDO Symposia 
with extraordinarily creative speakers 
including Nobel laureates link in eco-
nomics, science, arts and literature. 
What was the purpose of these Sym-
posia?

GG: We wanted to understand what 
creativity is. From whom can you learn 
more than from the truly creative? We 
also wanted to make our contributi-
on to the Canton of Valais, whose cul-
ture has brought forth great creative 
achievements. Take, for instance, the 
astonishing beauty, simplicity and func-
tionality of the larch wood structures 
built over the centuries by a people who 
could survive only by being inventive 
and creative with extremely meager me-
ans in extremely harsh conditions. 

GGG: � e surrounding nature certain-
ly inspired our forbears. For instance, 
the 1000-year-old Stone Pines, like gi-
ant bonsais and magni� cent sculptures. 

� ey combine beauty and might. � ey 
enchant our senses and stimulate our 
mind.
   
AW: Greta Guntern-Gallati link what 
inspires your own creativity?
GGG: Evolution as observed in nature 
has been a main source of inspiration 
for me, especially as regards my photo 
art: � owing water in mountain creeks, 
snowscapes, rocks, gorges, animals. � e 
portraits of the Eringer combat queens 
standing like basalt sculptures in the 
green mountain meadows.

AW: What drives your creativity, Gott-
lieb Guntern link?

GG: In 2010 the University Press of 
America (UPA) published my book 
THE SPIRIT OF CREATIVITY, link 
the result of several decades of scienti� c 
research in creativity. Since then I have 
been writing novels and composing 
songs, at last a dream come true!

AW: Your CD Walliser Balladen 1 
(Ballads of Valais 1) link celebrates the 
life of the poor and scarcely educated 
people.

GG: Yes, and they include the true he-
roes of a society. � ey are a far cry from 
the loud and hysterical who shriek 
instead of think. � ey are not celebrated 
by the mass media.

AW: Who are these true heroes?

GG: Individuals like z‘Marijoosi , little 
Mary-Josephine, in one of my ballads. 
She gives birth to a babyboy who dies 
the following day. In her grief she is 
supported neither by her husband nor 
the Catholic priest and feels neglected 
by the Lord. Yet rather than indulging 
in self-pity, she forces order upon the 
chaos of her emotions thus keeping her 
despair in check.

AW: Greta Guntern-Gallati, your pho-
tos of stone pines make me think of 
the courageous Marijoosi. Your por-
traits of the Eringer combat cows re-
present strong personalities.

GGG: � e latter are called reines de 
combat, combat queens. � e term is 
well chosen. Yet in contradistinction to 
certain alpha-females of the internati-
onal aristocracy, they are no pampered 
Barbie dolls. � ey don‘t resort to silicon 
implants to pretend to be what they are 
not or have what they do not. Combat 
queens have a timeless beauty, they ir-
radiate power, serenity, dignity and an 
archaic consciousness of unity with na-
ture. � eir identity is � rmly rooted in 
the land- and mountainscapes similar 
to that of the stone pines, aptly called 
Queens of the Alps.

AW: What connects a couple with such 
di� erent creative interests and forms 
of expression?

GGG:  A constant exchange of ideas 
about our respective achievements: my 
art, Gottlieb’s songs, novels and scienti-
� c concepts. Do they please the senses 
and stimulate the mind? If not, what has 
to be changed or improved?

GG: It is important to be able to marvel 
at things, for instance, the magical phe-
nomena in nature. It is important to be 
open and sensitive to context and envi-
ronment. 
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